From Sarah and Simon Cawdell residing at Archbishop Janani Luwum Theological College, Gulu, Diocese of Northern Uganda. September 2024
Thank you as ever for your prayers and support. 
Hello from Gulu, where term has started in the College and we have welcomed some eighty Lay Readers in training back to college. The majority are returning second years for their final term, but we also have some twenty five new first years starting out. This exceptional number has required the purchase of new beds and mattresses, and the compound is full of energetic people getting used to their new surroundings. It is wonderful to hear the stories of church growth and new churches planted as the second years return for the finalisation of this stage of their training. They will be commissioned in December.
The most miraculous news of the term is that our friends in the Presbyterian Church of South Korea have astonishingly and generously agreed to provide a new computer room and offices for the college to go next to the library they built for us two years ago. This was offered last week, and typically the work has started this week after the ground breaking ceremony last Friday. This is an astonishing answer to prayer as the need for a special space for the computers and more office space were issues raised by the National Council for Higher Education at their inspection. We have also appointed a librarian to start in the New Year, and the diocese is planning to provide housing for the family so he can begin then. We are starting a local fund raising campaign to provide additional classrooms so the College has room for expansion in its curriculum which is another issue the National Council are looking for over time. There is no news on the registration process just yet, as the National Council are meeting in November, and we await their decision after that meeting.
The Rooted in Jesus discipleship course is moving ahead, and several groups are now moving on to Book 2 just as we are getting on with the translation of Book 3 so they have the next phase ready for distribution. We are collating numbers at present so that we can distribute certificates to the Book 1 graduates. Simon is teaching the new first year Lay Readers is how to lead the course so we continue to expand knowledge and skills in the leadership of the course across the diocese.
In the farm the first season harvest was brought in despite the extraordinarily wet weather. The results were mixed partly due to difficult weather, partly learning lessons for a novice farmer, and partly due to low prices, but broadly we were able to break even, and the crops for the second season have now been planted. The use of enhanced storage sacks has enabled us to keep back the maize crop until the price improves (PICS bags for those who want to look them up on line), and if this is successful we will be able to encourage wider use of better storage in accordance with World Food Programme guidance. The coffee project is continuing apace, with the setting up of a diocesan coffee co-operative to enable better liaison with government agencies, though sadly it is looking like to initial government offer of free seedlings is not going to happen due to budget constraints.
We are looking forward to receiving a number of guests from the UK in the coming months. Pray for them that they will be healthy and enjoy their time here as part of the worldwide church.
We really appreciate your support and prayers. The ‘communion of saints’ means that we are working together for the coming Kingdom. Please don’t stop praying for us.
Please pray for the National Council as they meet, that the college will be passed as fit for registration.
Pray for the students for ordination on their placement between now and Christmas. Staff from the college will be travelling to supervise them. Pray for safe travel.
Pray for Simon as he continues to learn the farming skills which are needed, and for Sarah as she seeks funds for further development of the college. Pray for the Diocese here as we work together. New churches are planted regularly, and there is a great need for well trained lay readers and priests.
Do keep us updated with your news, as we continue to pray for you and with you.
