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A Christian charity equipping Christians and churches to protect 

and restore the environment – for God, nature and all people.

Part of the international A Rocha network of Christian 

organisations, in more than 20 countries.



A Rocha

• 1983 Anglican minister and his wife, Peter and Miranda 
Harris

• Christian wildlife study centre in Portugal

• 2001 A Rocha UK co-founded by Dave and Ann Bookless



NATURE RESERVES Wolf Fields & Foxearth Meadows



God - Creator and 

Lord of all things

‘God saw all that he had 
made, and it was very 
good.’ Genesis 1:31

‘The LORD God took the 
man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work 
it and take care of it.’ 
Genesis 2:15 



• The most important commandments are 
to love God, and to love our neighbours. 

• Tackling the climate crisis is vital to both. 

Climate and Ecological Emergency



Church of England

churchofengland.org/about/church-england-environment-programme

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/church-england-environment-programme


Renew Our World Campaign

Download free resources including
Making a World of Difference booklet, 
lead author Revd Dave Bookless

https://renewourworld.net/resources 

https://www.renewourworld.net/resources


Eco Church

▪ For all denominations
▪ Free online survey records what already doing
▪ Bronze, Silver and Gold Eco Church Awards

Free resources inform decisions on further steps in 5 key areas: 
• Worship and teaching
• Management of church buildings 
• Management of church land
• Community & global engagement    
• Personal lifestyle
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/


Eco Church Survey

• 25% Bronze
• 50% Silver
• 75% Gold
• Eco Diary and photos 



• Correspond to Eco Church survey questions 
• Quickly explore why and how to undertake recommended actions
• Longer reads and case studies

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources


Worship and Teaching

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources/worship-and-teaching

KIDS & YOUTH

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources/worship-and-teaching/


A Rocha UK Free Education Plans

• 3 - 14 years for schools, community groups and churches
• Enjoy exploring nature and caring for our planet through 

fun, interactive activities
• Linked to national curriculum, using scientific enquiry 

https://arocha.org.uk/education-plans

https://arocha.org.uk/education-plans


Church 

Buildings

• Journey to Net Zero 
Carbon Church

• 7% of churches already 
net zero carbon 

• Sample very-high 
energy using buildings  
all can achieve net 
zero carbon

Karsten Wurth



• Free download – 2022 is latest version
• Step-by-step guidance to respond to the climate emergency

climateemergencytoolkit.com 
• Produced by Tearfund in partnership with: 

Prepare plan your response

Declare or recognise an emergency

Impact widely - partner with others

https://www.climateemergencytoolkit.com/


Church Land



Target 25

• Partners in Action working to help 25 
target places and species struggling 
with the effects of climate change, 
habitat loss and pollution

• Information packs - monitoring, 
recording and practical actions

• arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/target-25/

https://arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/target-25/


Community Engagement

✓ Sussex Green Living - single use plastics
✓ Supermarkets - soft plastics
✓ St Mark’s Church - hearing aids, glasses, 

corks, postcards, candles, bras,        
cards and postage stamps



Work in Partnership To Make a Difference
Churches, groups, schools, councils, businesses and individuals



• Climate change hits those in low-income 
countries the hardest

• Increasingly extreme, unpredictable 
weather destroying bananas, coffee & 
cocoa crops

• Even less for essentials such as education, 
medical treatment and even food

• Demand climate justice choose Fairtrade 

Global Engagement



Petitioning

To bring about climate justice, we need change at all levels

Use your voice - discuss, write to your MP

Promote campaigns and petitions

• Tearfund 

• Christian Aid

• Fairtrade

www.restorenaturenow.com

http://www.restorenaturenow.com/


Personal Lifestyle

Household and personal actions do make a difference.

Wild Christian

• Monthly email - something to                                                                                

think about and practical actions

Creation Care

• Encourages households of all ages

• Easy-to-use free online questionnaire

• Ideas for next steps towards an award

creationcare.org.uk

https://creationcare.org.uk/


creationcare.org.uk

https://creationcare.org.uk/


Eco-Friendly

• Actively enjoy God’s creation every day
• Walk, cycle, public transport or car share where possible
• Switch to renewable energy, ethical bank and savings 
• Create nature and wildlife friendly areas
• Use your voice - discuss, sign petitions, write to your MP
• Use and waste less, compost more
• Sell, donate or share, repair, reuse and recycle



• Helps individuals and organisations

• Measure, reduce and offset carbon footprint

• Support our global neighbours through community 

carbon offset projects

climatestewards.org

https://www.climatestewards.org/


Together We Can

Climate change can seem overwhelming but together we 
can do simple things to help our planet & reduce our bills



We Need to Act Now

• 2023 hottest year on record
• 1 in 6 UK wildlife species at risk of extinction, 1 in 10 in 2019 
• Pollinators decreased by 18%
• A climate catastrophe is unfolding
• Called to campaign for change 
• Make every difference we can



Keep in Touch

@HorshamEcoChurches

bit.ly/aruksignup eepurl.com/hENwET
horshamct.org.uk/eco-churches



Thank you
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